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Status 

1 )^| Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 May 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)£3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 18-22, 50-54, 69, 76, 79 and 86 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 18-22, 50-54, 69, 76, 79 and 86 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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Detailed Action 

Claims 18-22, 50-54, 69, 76, 79 and 86 are pending in this Office Action. 
Claims 18, 50, 69, 76, 79, 86 are amended. 

Claims 1-17, 23-49, 55-68, 70-75, 77-78, 80-85, 87-91 are cancelled. 

The claims and only the claims form the metes and bounds of the invention. "Office 
personnel are to give claims their broadest reasonable interpretation in light of the supporting 
disclosure. In re Morris, 127 F.3d 1048, 1054-55, 44 USPQ2d 1023, 1027-28 (Fed. Cir. 1997). 
Limitations appearing in the specification but not recited in the claim are not read into the claim. 
In re Prater, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ 541, 550-551 (CCPA 1969)" (MPEP p 2100-8, 
c 2, 1 45-48; p 2100-9, c 1, 1 1-4). The Examiner has full latitude to interpret each claim in the 
broadest reasonable sense. The Examiner will reference prior art using terminology familiar to 
one of ordinary skill in the art. Such an approach is broad in concept and can be either explicit or 
implicit in meaning. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 5/13/08 have been fully considered but are found not 
persuasive. See remarks below. 



Applicant's invention as claimed : 
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Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: 

The specification does not explicitly define the computer usable medium nor the means 
for or hardware in which the invention runs. The system claims recite modules and components 
which can be interpreted as software entities without any clear indication of hardware. The 
specification is silent as to any clear hardware embodiments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 50-54, 69, 76, 86 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claims are directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. The claims recite a system (claims 50-54 and 86), a computer 
usable medium with code for performing the steps (claim 69), a system with means for (claim 
76) for performing the steps of the invention. 

The claims are rejected as being directed to software only. The system claims recite 
modules and components which can be interpreted as software entities without any clear 
indication of hardware. The specification is silent as to any clear hardware embodiments. 
Similarly the computer usable medium is not defined in the specification, nor are the means for 
which the invention runs. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
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such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 18-22, 50-54 and 69 and 76; 79, 86 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable by U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0002590 by King et al in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,341,505 by Whitehouse. 

Regarding claim 18, the King reference teaches a method for delivering a message to a 
user with an electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising the steps of: 

receiving the message directed to the user with the electronic account (King: pages 1-2, 
para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic address associated with the user's 
electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of the user (King: page 2; para 22- 
23) , and wherein the non-standardized physical address includes a physical street address, a city 
name, a state name, and a 5 -digit ZIP code (King: page 2, para 22); 

determining a standardized physical address of the user from the electronic address using 
an address database (King: page 2, para 22-23); and 

delivering the message to the user (King: page 2, para 22-23, 30), 
The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5 -digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the method for delivering a message as taught by King to include standardizing zip 
codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 

Regarding claim 19, the method of claim 18, further comprising the step of: delivering the 
message to the user at the electronic address (King: page 2, para 30). 

Regarding claim 20, the method of claim 18, further comprising the step of: delivering the 
message to the user at the standardized physical address (King: page 2-3, para 31-32). 
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Regarding claim 21, the King reference teaches a method for delivering a message to a user with 
an electronic account. 

The King reference does not explicitly state sending back information of a standardized 
physical address. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches sending back information of a complete 
physical address (Whitehouse: col. 6, lines 52-58) in order to providing quick, easy, and low cost 
lookup for complete address information (Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 57- col. 6, line 5). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system of delivering a message as taught by King to include informing the sender of 
a complete address as taught by Whitehouse in order to remove the last barrier for automation 
providing quick, easy, and low cost lookup for complete address information (Whitehouse: col. 
5, lines 57- col. 6, line 5). 

Regarding claim 22, the method of claim 18, wherein the address database is a United States 
Postal Service address database (King: page 2, para 22). 

Regarding claim 50, the King reference teaches a system for delivering a message to a 
user with an electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising the steps of: 

a receiving component configured to receive the message directed to the user with the 
electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic 
address associated with the user's electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of 
the user (King: page 2; para 22-23) , and wherein the non-standardized physical address includes 
a physical street address, a city name, a state name, and a 5-digit ZIP code (King: page 2, para 
22); 

a determining component configured to determine a standardized physical address of the 
user from the electronic address using an address database (King: page 2, para 22-23); and 
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a message delivering component configured to deliver the message to the user (King: 
page 2, para 22-23, 30), 

The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5 -digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system for delivering a message as taught by King to include standardizing zip 
codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 

Regarding claim 51, the system of claim 50, further comprising: 

an electronic address delivering component configured to deliver the message to the user 
at the electronic address (King: page 2, para 30). 

Regarding claim 52, the system of claim 508, further comprising: 

a physical address delivering component configured to deliver the message to the user at 
the standardized physical address (King: page 2-3, para 31-32). 

Regarding claim 53, the King reference teaches a system for delivering a message to a user with 
an electronic account according to claim 50. 

The King reference does not explicitly state sending back information of a standardized 
physical address. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches sending back information of a complete 
physical address (Whitehouse: col. 6, lines 52-58) in order to providing quick, easy, and low cost 
lookup for complete address information (Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 57- col. 6, line 5). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system of delivering a message as taught by King to include informing the sender of 
a complete address as taught by Whitehouse in order to remove the last barrier for automation 
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providing quick, easy, and low cost lookup for complete address information (Whitehouse: col. 
5, lines 57- col. 6, line 5). 

Regarding claim 54, the system of claim 50, wherein the address database is a United States 
Postal Service address database (King: page 2, para 22). 

Regarding claim 69, the King reference teaches a computer usable medium having a 
computer readable code embodied therein for delivering a message to a user with an electronic 
account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising the steps of: 

a receiving module configured to receive the message directed to the user with the 
electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic 
address associated with the user's electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of 
the user (King: page 2; para 22-23) , and wherein the non-standardized physical address includes 
a physical street address, a city name, a state name, and a 5-digit ZIP code (King: page 2, para 
22); 

a determining module configured to determine a standardized physical address of the user 
from the electronic address using an address database (King: page 2, para 22-23); and 

a message module component configured to deliver the message to the user (King: page 
2, para 22-23, 30), 

The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5-digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the invention for delivering a message as taught by King to include standardizing zip 
codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 
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Regarding claim 76, the King reference teaches a system for delivering a message to a 
user with an electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising the steps of: 

means for receiving the message directed to the user with the electronic account (King: 
pages 1-2, para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic address associated with the 
user's electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of the user (King: page 2; para 
22-23) , and wherein the non-standardized physical address includes a physical street address, a 
city name, a state name, and a 5-digit ZIP code (King: page 2, para 22); 

means for a determining a standardized physical address of the user from the electronic 
address using an address database (King: page 2, para 22-23); and 

means for delivering the message to the user (King: page 2, para 22-23, 30), 
The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5-digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system with means for delivering a message as taught by King to include 
standardizing zip codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 

Regarding claim 79, the King reference teaches a method for delivering a message to a user with 
an electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising the steps of: 

receiving the message directed to the user with the electronic account (King: pages 1-2, 
para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic address associated with the user's 
electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of the user (King: page 2; para 22- 
23), and wherein the non-standardized physical address includes a physical street address, a city 
name, a state name, and a 5-digit ZIP code (King: page 2, para 22); 
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determining a delivery point identification key using the electronic address, wherein the 
delivery point identification key points to a location in an address database, the location 
associated with a standardized physical address of the user (King: page 2, para 20-23); and 

delivering the message to the user at the standardized physical address, the delivering 
based on the delivery point identification key, wherein the non-standard physical address 
includes a 5 -digit ZIP code and the non-standardized physical address includes a 9-digit ZIP 
code . 

The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5 -digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the method for delivering a message as taught by King to include standardizing zip 
codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 

Regarding claim 86, the King reference teaches a system for delivering a message to a user with 
an electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising: 

a receiving component configured to receive the message directed to the user with the 
electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic 
address associated with the user's electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of 
the user (King: page 2; para 22-23), and wherein the non-standardized physical address includes 
a physical street address, a city name, a state name, and a 5-digit ZIP code (King: page 2, para 
22); and 

a determining component configured to determine a delivery point identification key 
using the electronic address, wherein the delivery point identification key points to a location in 
an address database, the location associated with a standardized physical address of the user 
(King: page 2, para 20-23) ; and 

delivering the message to the user at the standardized physical address, the delivering 
based on the delivery point identification key, wherein the non-standardized physical address. 
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The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5 -digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the method for delivering a message as taught by King to include standardizing zip 
codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 



REMARKS 

Applicant has presented an amendment to the independent claims and presented 
arguments directed to the amendment. 

The Applicant Argues : 

Applicant argues the sole idea that the references do not teach the claimed "message 
includes an electronic address associated with the user's account and a non- standardized physical 
address of the user." 

In response , the examinerrespectfully submits: 

With respect to "receiving the message directed to the user with the electronic account, 
where the message includes an electronic address associated with the user's electronic account 
and a non-standardized physical address of the user from the electronic address using an address 
database" is taught by King on pages 1 and 2, para 18-23. 

The King reference shows a user sending a message to a person with an electronic 
account (i.e. sending a message to Santa para 20 where santa is the recipient). Santa has an 
electronic account and physical address to receive the message. 

The sender can enter the recipient's electronic address (page 2, para 18; top) or can use a 
physical address to route the message to the user's corresponding mailbox (page 2, para 19). 

The person receiving the message is the addressed person the message is being sent to. 
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The message includes an electronic account, for example the santa's electronic address or 
account name and the non-standardized physical address interpreted to be the name of zip code, 
state or other useful information. Per para 23, King teaches systems that receive and resolve 
delivery of messages based on incomplete addresses and electronic addresses. One would need 
an electronic address to electronically delivery the message. 

The electronic address associated with the electronic account is taught in King: page 2, 
para 18 (top of the page), where "a conventional e-mail address can also be entered to send a 
message or to send a carbon copy of the message." This further supports that an electronic 
address in conjunction with a physical address can be used to route and deliver a message to a 
user (recipient). Further, the system uses physical information to look up corresponding 
electronic address information for delivery, so the information is accessible by the system 
already. The King reference teaches the invention can also determine recipient's physical address 
in para 20 by searching an address database by the USPS for subsequent delivery of the message. 

The amendments detailing the non-standard physical address do not overcome the art of 
record. A non-standard physical address is taught by both references as necessary to deliver a 
message by traditional means. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R. Bruckart whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3982. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5 :30PM. If attempts to reach the examiner 
by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jeff Pwu can be reached on (571) 272- 
6798. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Benjamin R Bruckart 

Examiner 
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